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Gastroenteritis
The term gastroenteritis means inflammation of the stomach and intestine. Gastroenteritis can progress to hemorrhagic gastroenteritis which occurs when the lining of the intestines begins to bleed.
Acute hemorrhagic diarrhea syndrome is a potentially life-threatening intestinal condition of an otherwise healthy dog, which manifests as sudden onset bloody, watery diarrhea. 
Symptoms:
· Sudden onset bloody and watery diarrhea

· Vomiting -- 80% of patients experience vomiting approximately 10 hours prior to the dramatic bloody diarrhea and about half the time vomiting contains obvious blood. 

· Lethargy

· Inappetance or decreased appetite is common 

The good news is that with early treatment, most dogs recover rapidly. This may be done as outpatient care in mild cases or hospitalization in severe cases.
What Causes AHDS?
There are still many unknown factors but the cause appears to begin with infection from an intestinal bacterium called Clostridium perfringens Type A. This organism produces two toxins called NET E and NET F, which are different from the usual Clostridial enterotoxin that is well known to cause diarrhea. The toxin ulcerates the intestinal lining and the intestinal blood vessels become permeable to fluid. In this way, fluid is lost into the intestine dehydrating the patient and the PCV rises while the ulcers are responsible for the bleeding.
It is imperative that your veterinarian rule out more serious life threatening conditions such as gastrointestinal foreign bodies, abdominal masses, etc. X-rays and/or abdominal ultrasound might be performed before a diagnosis of gastroenteritis is made.
Treatment
· Correct hydration

· Gastrointestinal supportive medications -- Stool can be expected to gradually return to normal over the course of about one week.

· Dietary change -- often a low fat or bland food diet

· Antibiotics may be added depending on the suspected cause

· Probiotics (cultures of healthy bacteria) to repopulate the bowel
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